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UNSIGNED




  
MINUTES
of the Ordinary meeting of Greatworth and Halse Parish Council, held in the Mission Hall, Halse on Monday 7th September 2026 at 7.30pm.	

PRESENT: Cllrs Bingham (Chair), Hewison, Robinson, Weller, Fox and the Clerk (S. Smith). 
IN ATTENDANCE: 5 members of the public present
1. Apologies for absence: Cllrs Smith (work commitment), Jackson, Goodman, Jones (holidays) – these were accepted.
2. Declarations of Acceptance of Office: 
Cllr Fox’s signed Declaration of Acceptance of Office was received, and he took his seat and participated fully in the meeting.
Cllrs Jones and Goodman had sent apologies and were not present to sign their declarations. In accordance with s.83(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, they must sign their Declarations of Acceptance of Office within 30 days of their co‑option on 13 August 2026.
Resolved: Cllrs Jones and Goodman will sign their Declarations of Acceptance of Office with the Clerk prior to the next meeting, enabling them to act lawfully as councillors from that point.
3. Declarations of Interest: None.
4. Approval and signature of the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of 6th July 2026 and the Emergency General Meeting of 13th August 2026: both sets of minutes were approved and signed by the Chair.
5. Cllr Eastwood (WNC) Update: Cllr Eastwood was not in attendance and no report was received.
6. Open Time: 
A member of the public raised concerns regarding:
· Two deep potholes outside their property near The Anglers. FixMyStreet currently redirects to WNC but the reporting site is down. The Council agreed to raise the issue with WNC and escalate the issue.
A member of the public sought clarification regarding:
· The Mission Hall and funding: The Mission Hall has extended their agreement with the church and so is now able to resubmit for local funding. They advised that the group intends to apply to Grantscape for solar farm funding and queried whether such an application would require Parish Council approval. The Council confirmed that any application for Grantscape solar funding must be considered by the Parish Council.
A member of the public sought clarification regarding:
· Solar funding / HS2 funding: Clarification was sought on how much of the £120k solar fund remains available for Halse community groups to apply for. The Council confirmed that a considerable amount of the solar fund is still available and added that planned HS2 funding applications for the playing field and other community projects may reduce reliance on solar funding, leaving more available.
7. Finance
a) Finance Report  
The Finance Report was received. All three payments presented for approval were approved.
b) Payments under Delegated Powers 
None.
c) Christmas Tree Purchase 
The purchase of the Halse village Christmas tree was approved at £120.
d) Email System Upgrade
The Council approved expenditure of up to £240 to upgrade the current Zoho Mail system. It was further agreed that the Council will review the effectiveness of the upgraded system before March 2027, when the subscription renews, to determine whether the upgrade resolves the existing issues and whether any further changes to the email system are required.
8. Annual Small Grants Scheme
Applications were reviewed as follows:
· Bellringers: Concerns raised that funding may be available from the Church of England or the Association of Bellringers. Resolved: Conditional approval of £160 subject to evidence that alternative funding has been sought.
· Three Villages: £250 Approved.
· School: Discussion noted that although the school receives funding from other sources, it faces increasing intake and repair pressures. £250 Approved.
· Methodist Church: £250 Approved.
· Sports & Social Club: £250 Approved, subject to proof of expenditure.
· The Glimpse: Not funded under the small grants scheme due to existing discretionary support and the emergency funding agreed at the August EGM.
9. Annual Discretionary Donations
Poors Close Charity:  
Resolved: £200 Approved for this year, but the Council will request details of expenditure and the charity number before budgeting for 2027/28.
The Glimpse:  
The Council reaffirmed the previously agreed support from the EGM August 13th 2026:
To pay the outstanding £197 for the September printing costs of The Glimpse while the community survey is undertaken to gather views on its future format.
Pre‑approval of up to £500 to cover printing costs until 31 December 2026, subject to survey results.
The Greatworth Charity:  
£500 Approved for this year, but the Council will request details of expenditure and the charity number before budgeting for 2027/28.
10.  Establishing a Community Engagement & Fundraising Committee:
The Council approved establishing a new committee. Discussed that engagement may work best through project‑specific groups (e.g., potholes, schools, older people). Residents to be invited to join as theme representatives.
Resolved: Committee approved. Clerk to draft engagement materials.
11.  Play Park – Damage & Bark Replacement: Further damage reported: the balance beam has failed. Failed part has been removed from the park and made safe. 
Resolved: Gain quote for new part and bark quantity to be ascertained for gaining a quote and cost to be approved at the next meeting.
12.  Parish Highways Representative Scheme: The Council agreed that there is interest in participating in the scheme should it be established. The Council nominated Cllr Chris Weller to act as the Parish Highways Representative.
Resolved: Submit the NCALC poll confirming the Council’s intention to participate and the nomination of Cllr Weller.
13. To review any current planning applications and approve any formal responses:
2 applications reviewed. 
The Council agreed to seek further information on application APP/W2845/W/23/3315771, relating to the non‑material amendment to the substation compound, ahead of the submission deadline.
14.  Councillor Questions:
Cllr Hewison asked for clarification on the Halse speed monitoring device’s maintenance schedule and if there is data for cars going 30mph+ instead of 40mph+. Clerk to contact WNC and parish keyholder to ascertain when next service is due and if additional data recording is possible.
Cllr Fox asked about the 2027/27 budget pipeline and asked if new Cllrs can get a sit down with the Chair and Clerk to go through PC finances. It was agreed to have the October public meeting focus on budget.
15.  Clerk’s report: The Council received an update from the Clerk on work completed since the last meeting, with the main discussion focusing on progress in getting the Clerk fully set up on the banking system. 
In reviewing the Action Tracker, the Council noted that, following the email system upgrade, actions can now be updated by everyone and confirmed that no high‑priority items are currently outstanding.
16. Forward look: horizon scanning risk opportunity and Glimpse additions
Members discussed holding an additional planning session in October to consider priorities and opportunities for the year ahead, including Spring planting, upgrading streetlighting, and preparation of the 2027/28 budget.
Resolved: Hold a planning session in October.
17.  Date and location of next meeting
 The next meeting of the Parish Council will be on Monday 2nd November 2026 at 7.30pm in the Methodist Church, Greatworth.
18.  Close
The meeting was closed at 9:25pm.

Signed______________________      Dated______________
Councillor Simon Bingham, Chairman							






















Appendix A 
[bookmark: _Hlk74141014]This report was presented by the Clerk for approval by the Council on 7th September 2026

Balance in Unity Current Account (07/09/26):							£28286.12
Expected TOTAL balance once invoices settled:			  				£27,909.24
SO/DD payments made since 06/07/26:
	
	Payee
	Description
	Type
	Amount

	1
	ICO
	ICO annual fee
	DD
	£47.00

	2
	Lloyds Bank
	Credit Card Payment
	DD
	£16.24

	3
	HMRC
	Employers NI
	DD
	£432.53

	4
	Valda Energy
	Electricity
	DD
	£167.11

	5
	Unity Bank
	Service Charge
	DD
	£7.00

	8
	S Smith
	Clerks Salary (July)
	SO
	£395.38

	10
	S Smith
	Clerks Salary (June)
	SO
	£425.30

	12
	Lloyds Bank
	Credit Card Payment
	DD
	£16.24

	13
	Valda Energy
	Electricity
	DD
	£228.40

	14
	S Smith
	Clerks Salary (August)
	SO
	£425.30

	15
	Cheney Coaches
	Monthly Bus
	SO
	£145.00

	16
	Unity Bank
	Service Charge
	DD
	£7.00

	17
	SLCC
	Annual Subscription
	SO
	£170


Payments received since 06/07/26:
	
	Payee
	Description
	Amount

	1
	J Burnham
	Bus Donations
	£34

	2
	J Burnham
	Bus Donations
	£45


Payments to be approved on 07/09/26:
	
	Payee
	Description
	Amount

	1
	S Smith
	Clerk backdated pay rise 3.3% (June, July, August)
	£70.20

	2
	S Smith
	Clerk expenses (home working stipend June, July, August, September)
	£104

	3
	S Smith
	Clerk additional hours to complete NCALC New Clerk course (12 hours at new 3.3% hourly pay rise) to be added to September payslip
	£202.68
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Minutes of the Annual meeting of Greatworth and Halse Parish Council, 6th July 2026     	 Clerk
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Transaction 

Date

Payee Item Description Income Expenditure Balance

26473.00

DR CR

05-Sep-26 Totals 66292.92 38006.80 28286.12

Balance B/Fwd -1 39,819.92 39819.92

02-Apr-26 J Burnham Bus Donations 34.00 39853.92

16-Apr-26 Lloyds Bank HP Instant Ink 4.49 39849.43

16-Apr-26 Lloyds Bank Monthly Fee 3.00 39846.43

20-Apr-26 R Foote Clerk's Salary 1099.17 38747.26

23-Apr-26 HMRC Employer's NI 306.64 38440.62

24-Apr-26 Valda Energy Electricity 255.86 38184.76

29-Apr-26 WNC Precept Payment 26250.00 64434.76

30-Apr-26 Unity Bank Service Charge 7.00 64427.76

08-May-26 J Burnham Bus Donations 38.00 64465.76

11-May-26 Nest Pension Contributions 223.82 64241.94

19-May-26 Lloyds Bank Credit Card Payment 541.23 63700.71

20-May-26 R Foote Clerk's Salary 1099.17 62601.54

21-Jun-26 R Foote Expenses? 0.21 62601.33

26-May-26 Valda Energy Electricity 208.80 62392.53

28-May-26 Nest Pension Contributions 89.55 62302.98

31-May-26 Unity Bank Service Charge 7.00 62295.98

02-Jun-26 Unity Bank Transfer to Savings 26250.00 36045.98

03-Jun-26 R Foote Clerks Salary 557.04 35488.94

03-Jun-26 R Foote Expenses? 3.95 35484.99

03-Jun-26 M Dempsey Grasscutting 2025 2390.00 33094.99

03-Jun-26 Cheney Coaches Monthly Bus  435.00 32659.99

08-Jun-26 J Burnham Bus Donations 40.00 32699.99

16-Jun-26 Lloyds Bank Credit Card Payment 16.24 32683.75

25-Jun-26 Valda Energy Electricity 179.17 32504.58

30-Jun-26 Unity Bank Service Charge 7.00 32497.58

02-Jul-26 J Burnham Bus Donations 32.00 32529.58

10-Jul-26 ICO ICO annual fee 47.00 32482.58

16-Jul-26 Lloyds Bank Credit Card Payment 16.24 32466.34

23-Jul-26 HMCR Employer's NI 432.53 32033.81

24-Jul-26 Valda Energy Electricity 167.11 31866.70

31-Jul-26 Unity Bank Service Charge 7.00 31859.70

07-Aug-26 J Burnham Bus Donations 34.00 31893.70

11-Aug-26 NCALC Annual Subscription 865.16 31028.54

11-Aug-26 Greatworth School Small Grants 2025 250.00 30778.54

11-Aug-26 S Smith Clerks Salary 395.38 30383.16

11-Aug-26 Forde & McHugh Streetlight Repair 516.00 29867.16

11-Aug-26 S Smith Clerks Salary 425.30 29441.86

11-Aug-26 Playsafety Ltd RoSPA report 208.80 29233.06

17-Aug-26 Lloyds Bank Credit Card Payment 16.24 29216.82

24-Aug-26 Valda Energy Electricity 228.40 28988.42

28-Aug-26 S Smith Clerks Salary 425.30 28563.12

28-Aug-26 Cheney Coaches Monthly Bus  145.00 28418.12

31-Aug-26 Unity Bank Service Charge 7.00 28411.12

03-Sep-26 J Burnham Bus Donations 45.00 28456.12

05-Sep-26 SLCC Annual Subscription 170.00 28286.12
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Code EXPENDITURE  Budget Actual

1001. Lighting 9549.38 1502.60

101Electricity supply 8549.38 986.60

102Street Light Repairs and Maintenance 1000.00 516.00

2002. Parks & Open Spaces 11120.00 2564.00

201Grass cutting 3700.00 2390.00

202Playground equip. inspection 220.00 174.00

203Playground repairs/replacement 3000.00

204Notice boards

205Bus Shelter maintenance 500.00

206Bins 1700.00

207Defibrillator

208CIL

209General Maintenance 2000.00

210Devolution of services

211Sinking Fund Money 1000.00

4004. General Administration 24780.00 5689.96

401Audit charge 400.00

402Clerk's salary 13000.00 4001.36

403Office Expenses 2000.00 7.90

404Election expenses

405Insurances/Subscriptions/Membership Fees 4000.00

406Training costs 1500.00

408Meeting room rental 250.00

409Leaflets & Advertising

410Website 450.00

411Traffic calming measures

412Office equipment

413Banking Charges 180.00 627.95

414Other 3000.00 1052.75

500Grants 7,150.00 250.00

501Grants to Village Organisations 3900.00 250.00

502Prizes 

503Free Bus 1650.00

504S. 137 1600.00

505CIL

800Projects 580.00

801Playground Development

802Community Minibus 580.00

803National Events 500.00

Total Regular Expenditure 52599.38 17295.13

600Miscellaneous Expenditure 1200.00 26508.14

601Transfer Out

602To Deposit Account 26250.00

603Other 1200.00

604Vat Paid 258.14

Total Expenditure 53799.38 43803.27

  INCOME 54450.00 26473.00

701Precept 52500.00 26250.00

702Interest

703Newsletter

704Grants+Prizes

705Donations 700.00 223.00

706Wayleave

707Vat Repayment 1250.00

708Misc Transfers In

709CIL

Total  Income 54450.00 26473.00

Expenditure vs Income this year £650.62 -£17,330.27

Total balance in account £650.62 £22,489.65

£54,450.00

2026-2027
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