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Greatworth Parish Council recorded “No” for Box 10 of the Annual Governance Statement 2025/26, which states:
“We have put in place arrangements for the effective IT and data management in accordance with proper practices during the year under review.”
This response was made following the recommendation of the Internal Auditor.
During the year under review, the Council did have arrangements in place relating to IT and data management. These were contained within existing policies, including:
· Email and Internet Usage Policy
· Data and Device Management Policy
The Internal Auditor’s observation was that the Council lacked appropriate arrangements because the relevant information was contained across multiple documents rather than within a single consolidated document titled “IT Policy”.
As the Internal Auditor recorded a “No” response for this governance assertion, the Council understands that it must also record a “No” response on the Annual Governance Statement.
To address this recommendation, at the Annual Meeting of the Council held on 18 May 2026, Greatworth Parish Council adopted a new consolidated “IT Policy” and revoked the separate policies listed above, as their contents are now incorporated into the new document.
This was recorded under Item 14 of the agenda for the Annual Meeting held on 18 May 2026:
“To review, approve and adopt the new IT Policy. The following policies will be approved for revocation in line with the adoption of the IT Policy, which combines the information contained within these:
a) Internet and Email Usage Policy
b) Data and Device Management Policy.”

